A bullous enigma in the form of Henoch-Schonlein purpura with diagnostic importance of direct immunofluorescence
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Background:

- Henoch-Schdnlein purpura (HSP) is the commonest systemic vasculitis of childhood™.
- Cutaneous involvement is in the form of palpable purpura on the lower limbs and buttocks.
- Rare cutaneous manifestations are hemorrhagic bullae and ulcers2.

- Internal organs commonly involved include the kidneys, the gastrointestinal tract and the joints.

-Diagnosis is confirmed on histopathology and direct immunofluorescence showing perivascular IgA deposits. @ ¢ . .
Case Differential diagnoses: Histopathology (H and E) Findings on histopathology-
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purpuric papules on buttocks evolving to form bullae since 4-5 days.

3. Erythema multiforme minor (confirmatory of HSP in this case)

- Associated abdominal pain, black tarry stools since 4-5 days. . L.

4. Childhood bullous pemphigoid
Perivascular IgA,
fibrin deposits-
clinched the
diagnosis as
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purpura

- Coryza 3 weeks hack.

- No fever/ joint pain /urinary complaints/ recent immunization.

Investigations:

-

Final diagnosis- Henoch-Schonlein
purpura (bullous variant)

Highlights:

- Rare bullous variant of HSP

- Lobular panniculitis (rare feature)
- Confirmatory role of direct immunofluorescenc
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